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SUBJECT: BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES IN CYPRUS 

1. SUMMARY: BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES IN CYPRUS WERE LOW KEY, 
HIGHLIGHTED BY ATTENDANCE OF PRESIDENT MAKARIOS AT 

AMBASSADOR'S INDEPENDENCE DAY RECEPTION DAY RECEPTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. CELEBRATION OF US BICENTENNIAL IN CYPRUS WAS MODEST 
BUT EFFECTIVE, WITH SPECIAL EFFORT BY GOC TO DEMONSTRATE 
FRIENDSHIP WITH PEOPLE OF US AND RECOGNITION OF US 
HISTORICAL ROLE IN PROMOTING INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM. 

GOC ISSUED AN ATTRACTIVE BICENTENNIAL STAMP WITH APPROPRIATE 
COOPERATION WITH EMBASSY (EIRST-DAY COVERS AND LOOSE STAMPS 
BEING FORWARDED BY AIRGRAM), CYPRIOT BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
PROVIDED A SPEAKER EOR A COMMEMORATIVE LECTURE AT USIS 
CULTURAL CENTER, AND PRESIDENT MAKARIOS MADE VERY 
UNUSUAL GESTURE OF ATTENDING NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION. 

LATTER WAS INTENDED TO BE SIGNIFICANT, AS HE HAS IN PAST ONLY 
REGULARLY ATTENDED QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION, THE GREEK 
NATIONAL DAY AND NO OTHER NATIONAL DAY CEREMONIES. HIS 
ONLY OTHER ATTENDANCE AT JULY 4 RECEPTION WAS IN 1961, THE 
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3. EMBASSY ARRANGED PICNIC FOR AMERICAN COMMUNITY JULY 4, 
HELD A BICENTENNIAL DISPLAY AT THE CULTURAL CENTER, PROVIDED 
VENUE FOR GOC BICENTENNIAL LECTURE AND AMBASSADOR HELD 
SMALL NOONTIME RECEPTION JULY 5 FOR GOC OFFICIALS AND 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS. 

4. ON TURKISH SIDE, TFSC "PRESIDENT" DENKTASH SENT LETTER OF 
CONGRATULATIONS ON BICENTENNIAL TO PRESIDENT FORD. WE 
RESPONDED ORALLY TO AVOID ANY IMPLICATIONS OF US RECOGNI AON 
OF TFSC. 

5. GREEK PRESS COVERAGE OF BICENTENNIAL WAS LIMITED AND, 

FOR CYPRUS, RELATIVELY MODERATE. "PHILELEFTHEROS", WHICH 
REFLECTS MAKARIOS' VIEWPOINTS, PRAISED US DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF US IN FIRST 200 YEARS 
WITH THE 

NOTABLE EXCEPTION OF US POLICY TOWARD CYPRUS IN 
RECENT YEARS. EDITORIAL ENDED WITH KNIFE-TWIST THAT WHILE 
PEOPLE OF US ARE FRIENDLY TO CYPRUS, U.S. GOVERNMENT IS 
NOT FOLLOWING POLICIES WHICH HELP GUARANTEE TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE OF CYPRUS OR THE WELL-BEING 
OF ITS CITIZENS. 

6. IN SUM, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT BICENTENNIAL WAS A 
SUCCESS FOR US. ATTENDANCE BY PRESIDENT MAKARIOS AT 
AMBASSADOR'S RECEPTION WAS SEEN BY MANY OBSERVERS AS A 
DISTINCT CHANGE IN POLICY BY GOC. MOST OF OUR CONTACTS 

HERE TOOK IT AS AN INDICATION THAT IT IS NOW APPROPRIATE 
FOR GREEK CYPRIOTS TO HAVE WARMER RELATIONS WITH US 
OFFICIALS AND USG. ANOTHER INDICATION OF RELAXATION OF 
ATTITUDES TOWARD US WAS 
LARGE NUMBER OF CONGRATULATORY 

TELEGRAMS FROM GREEK CYPRIOTS. ON TURKISH SIDE MUCH LESS 
ATTENTION WAS PAID TO BICENTENNIAL. ASIDE FROM DENKTASH 
STATEMENT, THERE WAS NO OFFICIAL BICENTENNIAL ACTIVITY. 
TURKISH CYPRIOT NEWSPAPERS CONTAINED ALMOST NO REPORTING 
OR COMMENT. 
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